
 I have been employed as Program Director through air talent for over25 years in 
radio, in many formats, for many companies. 
 
As far as for local programming, I believe "locally originated" makes sense 
for all parties - the media companies (in their ability to serve their local 
audiences) and the markets (for the same reason.) 
 
Local programming  (local origination) should mean 'live or recorded' in 
studio in city of license.  This can apply to public affairs and also to 
music programming, wherein the host would be in studio, the music to be 
whatever fits the format and from any source anywhere. 
 
I suggest 70-80% of 168 hours weekly. 
 
Local activities not on air typically only reach a small percentage of 
overall audience.  For that reason, I think, while laudable, station 
participation in local community activities should not count as 'localism.' 
 
In over 25 years of programming, I only saw payola offered ONCE.  We 
escorted the offender from the station. 
 
When artists play at or for a radio station promotional event, it's simply 
good business for the artist and for the station.  I don't know how you 
could ever clean it up - because it doesn't need cleaning. 
 
Voice tracking compresses the industry through a smaller talent pool.  If 
done well, it works well, no matter where it comes from. 
 
Network TV programs are not local, yet they typically out pull any local 
programming. 
 
If the FCC regulates tracking salaries, they might as well regulate all 
talent salaries in radio.  The only good way to do this would be to make it 
a reg that a certain % of gross income be spent on talent originating at the 
station studio in city of license.  Net income won't work as those numbers 
are too easily manipulated. 
 
I've never seen a national playlist.  There ARE lists of 'best 
(researched)testing' songs in various formats. 
 
Why wouldn't you want to play these songs which are almost universally 
liked? 
 
BUT I've never ever been told to play from that list.  It just makes sense 
to use it.  It's a good starting point. 
 
The FCC could regulate local music onto the air, but it's not very workable 
in smaller markets. 
 
Canadian radio does this. 
 
 
Thank you for stimulating dialogue on these topics. 
 
             
             
 



 
 
 
 


